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First of all, I would like to thank all the community members, staff, parents, and 

Aberdeen Alumni who have sent heartfelt messages in support of music, special 

education, fine arts, para-educators, and sports amid this budget crisis. I think I have 

responded to everyone who has sent individual emails. Please keep in mind, that while I 

read my emails daily and take them into consideration, it may take me until the weekend 

to respond since I do have a career aside from this volunteer responsibility. With 

regards to your messages, I hear you loud and clear and couldn't agree more. I have 

seen the impacts of each one of these programs on our students. I am fully aware that 

some of these programs are what gets these students to school and keeps them in 

school. 

 

Now, more than ever, is a time for a unified front. This is how we are strong. It is natural 

during a time of great unrest to feel like things are out of control. One way we try to 

make sense of the situation is by finger pointing or blaming. If we can say, "it's the 

district administration's fault", or "it's the school board's fault", we can make sense of it. 

"It's their fault, we get rid of them and our problem is solved." But is it? We are all in this 

together and the more we realize that we all want the same outcomes, the stronger we 

are. If we point fingers and blame, we are divided and weakened. 

 

I challenge us all to remain united in this message when communicating with family, 

friends, co-workers, and social media contacts. To recognize that we are all certain 

about what we want for our school and children yet uncertain about so many things as 

simple as "can we safely go to the grocery store without a mask". Show grace and 

kindness. Our strength is in our unity. 

 


